Case Report {#sec1_1}
===========

A 55-year-old woman was diagnosed with stage III colon cancer in 2014. She had a personal and family history of colonic polyps, and received 12 doses of adjuvant mFOLFOX (5-fluorouracil, oxaliplatin, leucovorin). She has had no recurrence of her malignancy to date, but requested next-generation sequencing (NGS) testing of her cancer.

NGS testing (Foundation Medicine, Inc., Cambridge, Mass., USA) demonstrated an 'actionable' abnormality, i.e. mutated BRIP1 (R581). NGS for a germline mutation (MYRIAD, myRisk, Salt Lake City, Utah, USA) identified the same BRIP1 mutation as a heterozygous germline mutation in the BRIP1 (c.1741C\>T p.Arg581\*) tumor suppressor gene (TSG). Mutation allelic frequency (MAF) (Foundation Medicine, Inc.) demonstrated the following results: BRIP1 (MAF = 20%).

Discussion {#sec1_2}
==========

This case illustrates a number of challenges when NGS is used to identify actionable abnormalities in TSGs.

First, the deleterious mutation in this TSG (BRIP1) raised the question of whether this is a germline mutation that is simply present in the tumor since the tumor originated from a normal colonic cell harboring the mutated BRIP1. Since this patient has a known germline mutation and since loss of heterozygosity (LOH) of BRIP1 has not been associated with colorectal cancer \[[@B1]\], the reported MAF = 20% confirms the suggestion that the BRIP1 mutation seen in the tumor is not representative of LOH of BRIP1, but rather a carryover of the mutated BRIP1 from a germline mutation.

If there had been LOH for BRIP1, BRIP1 might be an 'actionable' abnormality, assuming that the LOH is a driver event. The suggestion of Foundation Medicine to consider olaparib seems reasonable. (Olaparib is a PARP inhibitor, FDA-approved for patients with tumors that are derived from LOH of the BRCA1/2 \[[@B2]\]. In a sense, olaparib presumably 'replaces' lost TSG functions by blocking PARP activity which the cancer cell relies on in the setting of lack of BRCA1/2 wild-type gene product function.)

In this case, even though BRIP1\'s normal role in DNA damage repair implies a potential role for the PARP inhibitor, without loss of heterozygosity of BRIP1 (MAF = 20%) one would not expect the PARP inhibitor to be effective since the wild-type BRIP1 expressed would mitigate the effectiveness of olaparib.

The presented principles involved in predicting the success of targeting oncoproteins or replacing TSG function are general. Linked genetic polymorphisms in the tumor genome or host genome could be critical in allowing a benefit, as well as many other factors. Also, targeting a so-called 'passenger mutation' would be of no benefit. The described case is presented to emphasize that a first step in understanding whether something is truly 'actionable' is whether the mutated or lost gene is an oncogene or TSG. If it is a TSG, MAF may clarify whether the mutation or loss is actionable.

Conclusions {#sec1_3}
===========

In summary, mutated genes with oncogenic function are an attractive target for therapy, as has been the case with many recently approved kinase inhibitors. Because of the understood mechanism of tumorigenesis resulting from loss of TSG function (i.e. loss of heterozygosity) targeting TSG molecular abnormalities will likely be effective only if there is no significant wild-type TSG gene product function. Otherwise, replacing TSG function when it is not lost would seem very unlikely to be of benefit. When the 'actionable' mutation is in a TSG, verifying high MAF could prove to be a key and useful test as drugs aimed at replacing lost TSG function become available.
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